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Using a storyboard in accounting classes helps 
students visualize a process from start to finish.
It encourages deep learning by applying new 
information to their existing knowledge base. They are 
encouraged to use stories, examples, and analogies.
This narrative learning style helps students who 
seemingly have a decreased tolerance for long 
reading assignments.
It facilitates critical thinking, as well as creativity, 
which helps students who may be intimidated by 
quantitative only problems.

Financial accounting course:
• Cash basis vs. accrual basis accounting
• Assets = Liabilities + SE
• Stockholder equity components
• Accounting cycle
• Income Statement, Balance Sheet, or 

Statement of Cash Flows – layout and/or how 
to prepare

• Depreciation
• Revenue Recognition Rules
• Fraud/Internal Controls
Managerial accounting course:
• Fixed costs vs. Variable costs vs. Mixed costs
• Standard income statement vs. contribution 

margin income statement
• ABC Costing
• Relevant costing for decision making – make 

or buy, sell or process further, keep or replace 
equipment, etc.

• Flex Budget
• Balanced Scorecard

• Storyboarding enhances student media 
literacy, the ability to express oneself in print, 
video, and/or multimedia.

• It promotes active learning. As content 
creators, they learn, organize, and retain
information. 

• In the project we use, peer collaboration 
experience is obtained, as well as joint 
problem solving.

• Project management experience.

What is a Storyboard?

Accounting Concepts via Storyboards 
Veronica Paz & Christina Olear

Indiana University of Pennsylvania and Penn State University

References

Topic List

https://www.canva.com/

THE 
END 

www.drvpaz.com/events

Digital Storyboard ToolsWhy use a Storyboard?

A storyboard is a visual representation of a story, 
idea, or concept. This technique originated with 
Leonardo DaVinci and then was configured for use in 
film making by Walt Disney and others. Pictorial 
representations of story components are prepared 
and organized sequentially to guide the production 
of the work. Each frame of the storyboard is a 
graphic representation of a part of the story being 
told.

Project Directions: 
• Students are assigned to teams.
• They select a topic from the topic list. 
• They are to create a storyboard (hand drawn 

or digital) that explains an accounting topic
to another non-business major college student. 
Real life examples are encouraged, as is 
creativity. 

• Students present their topic to the class. 
• Another class team is assigned for the class 

Q&A and feedback session.

• Student reluctance to try something 
new.

• Time to learn a new technology for 
faculty and students.

Idea tool to create storyboards, graphic 
organizers, comics, and powerful visual 
assets. The application includes many layouts, 
and hundreds of characters, and scenes. Once 
a storyboard is created, the user can present via 
PowerPoint, Google Slides, or Apple Keynote, or 
they can email the storyboard, post to social 
media, or embed on a blog.

Free but for premium version it’s is $9 per month 
with free trial.

It has millions of stock 
images, fonts, and 
illustrations to choose 
from, or you can bring in 
your own images or 
pictures. It’s easy to work 
with teams in Canva.

Canva Pro is an 
upgrade that costs 
$12.95/month. 
It provides more team 
functionality, access to 
more images, and 
increased file storage. 
It has a free 30 day 
upgrade.

This user-friendly 
design tool allows 
you to create a 
number of different 
documents, 
presentations, and 
social media posts 
with a multitude of 
templates to 
customize to your 
needs. 

We introduce a few mostly free or low cost tools for 
educators and students that can be used to 
storyboard accounting concepts to facilitate 
learning. We use this tool in introductory accounting 
classes.

We provide a brief description of the tools and how 
we have used them in our accounting classes, along 
with a few sample storyboards, and our project 
directions.
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